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Course Description and Goals:

This course introduces students to the discipline of Women’s Studies by analyzing women’s roles and women’s contributions to culture from the perspective of the recent scholarship on women.  We will be primarily concerned with the complex interactions between gender and other social divisions such as race, class, and sexual orientation, both in the assigned readings and in our own writing and discussions. We will address the following issues, among others: the politics of women’s work, the representation of women’s bodies in advertising and pornography, violence against women, healthcare and reproductive rights.  We will look briefly at the history of feminist movements in the United States, will survey some of the varieties of feminist theory, and will end the course by reading a contemporary novel, Danzy Senna’s Caucasia, through the lens of feminist criticism. The objective of the course is to allow students to demonstrate the skills of feminist critical analysis through clear discussion, written response papers, two exams, and a final paper.

Required Texts: 

Ann Cahill, Women on the Hill (Worcester, MA: College of the Holy Cross/CISS, 1993)

bell hooks, Feminism is for Everybody (Cambridge: South End Press, 2000)

Janet Kourany, James Sterba, and Rosemary Tong, eds., Feminist Philosophies, 2nd edition (Prentice Hall, 1999)

Sheila Ruth, ed., Issues in Feminism, 5th edition (Mayfield Publishing, 2001)

Danzy Senna, Caucasia (New York: Riverhead Books, 1998)

Course Format:

Classes will be conducted primarily as discussions, dependent upon your active interest and participation.  

It is your responsibility to:

· be in class regularly and on time

· come to class prepared (i.e., read material when due, bring materials to class, be ready to discuss, etc.)

· submit assignments on time

· participate in a positive manner (i.e., don’t dominate discussion, don’t interrupt others, be clear and to the point, involve others in discussion, listen actively to others)

In addition to the assigned readings, you are also responsible for watching three films outside of class. If you cannot attend the scheduled screenings (dates and times to be determined by the class), you are responsible for arranging to view the film before the class discussion. There will also be occasional co-curricular activities, which will be announced in class.

Course Requirements:

· For the first part of the course, you will write six informal papers responding to the reading assigned for that class or week (as well as any films or events that might be relevant). This response paper should be similar to a journal entry, in which you reflect on what struck you about the readings, what questions you might have, what connections you can make with your own experience, other readings, current events, etc. Your papers should be typed and double-spaced; they may be no more than a page, or can be as long as you wish.  You must discuss at least two of the assigned readings in each response.

· For the theory section of the course, you will do something somewhat different.  For these readings, I would like you to do a critique of each particular strand of feminist theory based on questions I will provide.  These critiques should also be at least one page, typed and double-spaced.

· There will be take-home midterm and final examinations.

·  For your final paper, you will be required to design, implement, and evaluate a Community-Based Learning project, in which you will put into practice many of the issues discussed in class.  Details of this project will be provided in class.

· To receive full credit for each assignment, you must submit it on the date indicated in the syllabus.

Evaluation:

Response papers and critiques


20%

Midterm exam




15%

Final exam




25%

CBL project and paper



25%

Attendance and participation


15%

SCHEDULE OF READINGS & ASSIGNMENTS

I. INTRODUCTION: What is Women’s Studies? What is feminism?

9/5
R
Introduction to course

9/10
T
Issues: Ch. 1, “Women’s Studies, Feminism, and the Women’s Movement” (1-20, 28-32)




Howe, “‘Promises to Keep’: Trends in Women’s Studies Worldwide” (46-56)




Gillespie, “Get Out of the Kitchen” (57-58)



Cahill, Women on the Hill: Preface, Chs. 1, 2, 3

II. THE SEX-GENDER SYSTEM

9/12
R
Patriarchy  

Issues:
Ch. 2, “Patriarchy, Sexism, and Masculinity” (61-74)



Kimmel, “What Are Little Boys Made Of?” (75-78)



Mantilla, “Child Violence: It’s A Male Thing” (92-93)

Johnson, “The Gender Knot: What Drives Patriarchy?” (94-106)

Ch. 3, “The Portrayal of Women in Patriarchy: Ideals, Stereotypes, and Roles” (124-37)

9/17 
T
Sex-Role Socialization  (Response No. 1 due)
FP:       Renzetti and Curran, “Gender Socialization” (4-25)




Gould, “X: A Fabulous Child’s Story” (26-31)



Issues:
Freedman, “Myth America Grows Up” (138-47)



Women on the Hill, Ch. 6



Film:
A Hero for Daisy
9/19
R
Popular Culture: Language, Mass Media, Advertising & The Body 



Issues:  Spender, “Disappearing Tricks” (466-72)

FP:
Baker, “Beyond Pricks and Chicks: A Plea for Persons” (34-45)



Issues:
Chernik, “The Body Politic” (289-93)

hooks, “Teaching Resistance: The Racial Politics of Mass Media” (483-87)



Film: 
Jean Kilbourne, Killing Us Softly 3 (in-class viewing)

III. INSTITUTIONS

9/24
T
Work and Economics  (Response No. 2 due)


Issues:
Rotella, “Women and the American Economy” (383-97)



FP:
Segura, “Inside the Work Worlds of Chicana and Mexican Immigrant Women” (180-89)




Kaufman, “Professional Women: How Real Are the Recent Gains?” (189-202)




Bergman, “The Job of Housewife” (202-216)




Pearce, “Something Old, Something New: Women’s Poverty in the 1990s” (240-51)

9/26
 R
Film Discussion: Rosie the Riveter
10/1 
T
Health Care/Reproductive Rights  (Response No. 3 due)


Issues:
In Ch. 6, “Health” and “Abortion” (266-73)




Salk, et al., “The Politics of Women and Medical Care” (355-73)



FP:
Davis, “Racism, Birth Control, and Reproductive Rights” (81-91)




Castonguay, “Pro-Life Feminism” (92-95)




Overall, “Mother/Foetus/State Conflicts” (96-99)



Issues:
Chesler, “Letters to a Young Feminist on Sex and Reproductive Freedom” (320-24)




Hoffman, “Twenty Seven Years … Thoughts on Yet Another Roe v. Wade” (325-28)

10/3
R
Community Based Learning project proposal due

IV. THE BODY & SEXUALITY

10/8
T
Violence Against Women   (Response No. 4 due)



Issues:
In Ch. 6, “Violence” and “Protection” (274-78)



FP:
Sheffield, “Sexual Terrorism” (45-60)



Issues:
Griffin, “Rape: The Power of Consciousness” (329-39)




Unknown, “‘The Rape’ of Mr. Smith” (340)

Hill, “Sexual Harassment” (405-407)

Women on the Hill, Ch. 7

Holy Cross, “Sexual Decision Making” booklet



Optional Film: Dreamworlds II: Desire, Sex and Power in Music Video
10/10
R
The Social Construction of Sexuality




In class film screening: The Vagina Monologues

10/15
T
No class

10/17
R
(Response No. 5 due Wednesday 2 p.m.)



Issues:
In Ch. 6, “Sexuality” (273-75)



FP:
Bartky, “Foucault, Feminism, and the Modernization of Patriarchal Power” (119-34)




Collins, “Mammies, Matriarchs, and Other Controlling Images” (142-52)



Women on the Hill, Ch. 5



Hand out Midterm Exam

10/22 
T
Midterm report due: CBL project


Lesbian Ideology and Gay Rights



FP:
Frye, “Lesbian ‘Sex’” (72-77)




Penelope, “The Lesbian Perspective” (134-41)

Film: After Stonewall




Panel Presentation: AbiGale (Association of bisexual, gay, and lesbian students)

10/24
R
(Response No. 6 due Wednesday 2 p.m.)



Discussion of articles, film, panel

V. HISTORY OF U.S. FEMINISM


10/29
T
Midterm Exam due

Issues:
Ch. 9: “Our Feminist Foremothers: Events and Arguments” (505-515)




“Rediscovering American Women: A Chronology…” (516-33)




Seneca Falls Declaration (541-43)



Sojourner Truth, “Ain’t I A Woman?” (544-45)



Simone de Beauvoir, “Woman as ‘Other’” (564-69)

Optional film: The Women of Summer
VI. THEORIES OF FEMINISM

10/31
R
Issues:
from Ch. 1, “Women’s Studies and Feminist Theory” (20-28)





bell hooks, Feminism is for Everybody: Passionate Politics

11/5
T
FP:
“Liberal Feminism” (310-12)

Okin, “Justice, Gender and the Family” (313-31)

Steinem, “Outrageous Acts and Everyday Rebellions” (345-49)

Critique No. 1 due

11/7
R
FP:
“Radical Feminism” (350-53)




Frye, “Some Reflections on Separatism and Power” (359-66)




MacKinnon, “Pornography, Civil Rights, and Speech” (367-80)

Critique No. 2 due

11/12
T
FP:
“Cultural Feminism” (381-83)




Gilligan, “Visions of Maturity” (384-98)




Noddings, “Women and Caring” (398-404)




“Ecological Feminism” (451-52)




Warren, “The Power and the Promise of Ecological Feminism” (452-61)




Critique No. 3 due

11/14
R
FP:
“Marxist/Socialist Feminism” (413-15)




Reed, “Women: Caste, Class or Oppressed Sex?” (415-24)




Hartmann, “Unhappy Marriage of Marxism and Feminism” (424-433)

Critique No. 4 due

11/19
T
FP:
“Toward Multicultural Feminism” (473-74)



hooks, “Sisterhood: Solidarity between Women” (487-500)



Issues: 
Collins, “Womanism and Black Feminism” (35-41)




Lee, “Beyond Bean Counting” (42-45)



Women on Hill, Ch. 8

Revisit: bell hooks, Feminism is for Everybody



Critique No. 5 due

VII: THEORY INTO PRACTICE—FEMINIST RESISTANCE

11/21
R
Issues:
Lorde, “The Transformation of Silence into Language and Action” (188-90)




Smith, “Myths to Divert Black Women from Freedom” (191-99)




Anzaldua, “The Strength of My Rebellion” (295-98)




Women on Hill, Ch. 9

11/26
T
Danzy Senna, Caucasia, pp. 1-131.

Thanksgiving Break

12/3
T
Caucasia, 134-end.

12/5
R
Presentation and Discussion of CBL projects

12/10
T
CBL Final Paper due

Presentation and Discussion continued

Hand out final exam

12/17
T
Final exam due 

1
2

