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Further Reading
Translations

Lal, P The Mahabharata of Vyasa. New Delhi
Vikas Publihing House It Ld., 1980, The
author has skilluly condensed the epic centered
‘onthe Kauravas snd the Pandavas, and has el
{adtcd th extrapolations and rappings hat have:
lile connection with the two familes. The
roduction, with a well made genealogical chart,
s an illuminsting eritique in isel. Another
highlight s the bibliography with brief reviews
of the boks.

Millr, Barbars Stoles. The Bhagavad Gita:
Krishna's Counsel in Time of War. New York:
Columbis University Pres, 1986. Capuuring the
essence of Krishna's philosophical “sermon.” it
s work well worthreading. The book provides
helpful insights into the Gia and the epi itslf.

Rajgopalachari, C. Mahabharata. Bombay: Bhar-
\iya Vidya Dhavan, 1952. A simple tanslaion of
the Tamil version of the storiesofthe cpic. Its
ading for st timers and those who shen volu-
minous books, Even insuch  Shor rendering of
the epic, the uthor has managed to convey the
underlying philosophy.

Van Buitenen, . A. B. Mahabharata. Books 1-Y. 3
vols. Chicago and London: The University of
Chicago Press, 1973, 1975, 1975, A successful
effot, This tranlation from Sanskiit into En-
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glish efects the labarious work and scholarship
Tequired o capure the spirt of the Ma-
habharata. 1t 3¢ well witen, with an niroduc-
tion tht throws light on the uthorship,themes.
e translations of the epic. The notes on
he text ae of help for those looking fordetiled
study of the epic. 1t s based on th ertical e
tion of Blandarkar Oricnta Research Insiute,
Poona.

Related Studies

Maila, Bimal Krishoa. Moral Dilermas in the
‘Mahabharata, Shiml: Indian Tnstitute of Ad:
Vanced Study in associaton with Motilal Banar-
sidass, Delhi, 1989. The editor has compiled &
Collection of papers on moral dilemmas cxplored.
i the epic. Most o them offe interesing per-
spectives and some challenge cerin uf the
hcations of the epic. This book is very usefol
for those trying (0 understanding the complex

ies ofthe charactes and exerts

Sakthankar, V. S. On The Meaning of Maab-
“harata. Bombay: The Asiatic Seciety of Bom-
bay, 1957, Authored by an accomplished schol-
an this book provides substantial isights into
the Mahabharata and s charscers. The *mun-
dane,” ethical, and metaphysical aspecs of the
pic are cxamined. Contains a critigue of other
works sbout the Mahabharaia.
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Loawing Bhishma il not atack 8 woman. When
ot oves dificul 1 conquc, Yodhishirt e
e s dharma incamat, e 100 H (el
ot ~Ashatathams” (s he 1ame of
Dronas son s dead, v though his s s (The
D nathama rferred to s actally an ele
g Dron, who knows i Yudhhs wenly
B e s avercome ith gief and s eheaded
o Dhiadyuma whie i a yogic rance. Wben
a3 bl t0 kil Duryodhana aftr 2 Jong
S K, sanding side. lls Bima 0 0L
ryadnana. on bis thighs (Duryodhana's whele
st become ke sone when b vas embar,
e e have his mother Gandhari see bis naked
. ecept for his o, which b had covered
o anana ). Krishaa was aware o his
o b dvic o Bhima vas nsrenal i Lene
o ibow Duryodnana's death. (et i would be
8 o 1o compare him with Saan) Bren
Pt Duryodhana's spisit was invincible: AS he
o dying Rawerswere showered on i ffom he
heavens.

e differnt acts of Kiling cither by g ot
oy lying deceitl aps x jusied i the cric 38
e oy 0 bing order and uphold darma: The
ring forc 1 8o overwhelming it peopl ke
Sdhiizn e caught i is vorien and adopt sin-
ing o means. Here the phlosophy of dong &
ot resortin to decit n rder 0 climinste
e to bring erder is put info Pespective
e i, o ncamaion of cosmic power, AViSeS
e sourages various characters o do whal s
B one o whatis aaine their vales and beie s
e cammaton of Vishay i s hepoWer 0S¢
o oresee conseqences and to determine right
A wong, Wien the moment equires BB e
e e megativeact ahieves karma forthe glory of
e and dharma. This i the moral Jutfeation
Tor v and acts of violence—that by such mEans
s and justice ar atained. The unvavcring
oo et ntirely on karma, forcefulaction (03
detcrmines th foure

“Toe Mahabharata concenttes upon tale char-
actrs, Women are not given the sme mporarce
e and are viewed ss subordiates, Gandharic
ivhashur's wife spends er lfe with  band ied

Great Lerature ofhe Eaten Vord

over her eyes, o s o be ik he husband. vho i+
Comteity i, This sctis admired s sacriics
b by a wiles duty tovards her husband
oty everis i seen s unfae. Her helplesness i
g tha her s i following the pth of ad-
oo topposed 10 dharma) and ot bing able 10
g s expressed only s a ien lamert. Ay
o Gandhar i ar sronger, and s clearet
4 om of dharma, tan the weak and vacilating
b, her husband. Kunt, he Pandavas’
e aiso a ilnt sufeer s she camol 3¢
g to the world or even o th e Pat
i Karna (born before her mariage (&
e alsoherson and ther brother. Draopach
vt of th fv Pandava brothers). who 5 &
o eharoctr of the epic. i often sccused bf
e e canseof thegrat var. o some xiat s
s the woman of hr times: e can fecty
e e husband: she can it beside him i the
e them sulers,howeer, fom being saked.
o e game by her husband, Yodhshes het
B o fua ighs are volted and nobody uters &
e e o humilationof being disobcd
o o the cour of Hastinapu; hr Pandava
s withes he whale scene wih hec heads
e inginshame. Once agan the mture of .
o oo hec. This whole ac s justfied 1t
e of Yodhshr in orde hat e Fllow e
et gheousnes; s aose e game f i
B o righs and has o accept whatevr b
e poncts sy o do, o matir how immorl %)
e it . Tothe modern eader, Yodhihir's
i may seemike moral impoincy:heallows
it o be humilsed because h s letevery
Sang. inclding be,in 8 game of dice Oy 1
e ention of the gods saves both him and bet
N ahabharata s & monumental work—3
e valving colofl charetrs, 35 of o<t
o onon greas b, philosophial essons, <1
s inuncuons,pacical gsdunce—andits
G g hat i came 1o be veneated by {1
s ad resrted f or information, nspric
B ice and—lastbut ot eas 3335007
citing and compelling drams.
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im, she put i i s box and et aflat in  ivr,
Because o hispecalar sitation Karma aces mary
emmes. Befor the war, Krishna discloses he.
Secet of Karna's bt to b, For Kama, it i o
Confitofinterst, ighing in Duryodhana's camp
Sgains hs brothers, bot he has voved o kil is
Jounger brother Arjuna. Karra comes out of his
Thoralbate victorious and  hero. It s more impor-
{ant for him to honor the slemn promise o alleg-
Tance made 10 Duryodhana than 10 ive priory to
bisawn eelings. Considering b had just ound out
s realparenage, a majo ssuc here,his ntegity
‘and righteousness impress Krishna

Later on Kama is approached by his mother
Kunti who begs him not o kil Ajura. Again e s
put i 2 position of confictng concerns, bul he
oforms Kunti that e way o the other she wil
emainthe mother of i son i the grea bt
When Karma was carerapproached by Lord I,
Arjan'sfathe,in the guise of a Brahmana (pries).
“sbing for Karma's armes and carings that vl
Drotct him from snything, Kama gives them (0
Tndea despite Knowing whothe Brahmana ealy i
Agan, viru takes precedencs for Kama.

Karma's mother, Kurti, who s also the mether of
udhistir. Arjuns, and Bhima, is similarty in-
Volved in & mr dilerma. When she hears that
Karmaas been killed by Arjuna. she strggles with
ergeek none of the Pandavas are aware that thy
had shin thee own brothcr, and they reoice
Dhirashia,the blind King. s morally linded by
i love for his son Duryodhana. Very much avace
‘of Duryodhana's évil inentions,as a fatherhe ends
i giving silent approval o his plans. He vacilltes
d resorts to blaming fc for whatever happens.

“Adiuna,th great warrio, s ot faced with moral
iemmas. I bis cae th geates confit occurs
e b s the batlefield, acing hisconins and
inamen, priests and teachers. A despondent
juma sy

The magic bow slps
Jrom my hand, my skin bus,
T camno sand sl

my i recls.

1 see omens of chaos.

15

Krishna 1 see no good
in killng my Kinsmen
i barle.

MiLsr, TaNs. 1986)

145 imporant o take not of the armed outer
ot and he nner confic that accompnis .11
fact, this i the fundamentl feature Of the Ma-
habharata, As V.. Sukibankarsaid, “Korukshetra
o t he same time the batlefeld of the diffrert
conions and pasions in the heart of man, and the
Toly batleground of the ctemal war betvcen the
higher naure and lower pature of man.”

Kechna, the eighth ncamation of Vishns, s
Adfuma's charotees in the war, 3s well 35 his
Counselr. Aruna’s moral dilemma resuts from
‘weskness i the execution of dharma. Action s the
Key word here. Keshna's advice 10 Asjuna i ana-
Iytcal and clarfying: the relationships between
oty disipline, knowledge, and actio arc mpha-
sized

‘Krishnas maral philosophy is expressed inde-
pendenly of the main sory in the Bhagrad Gira
Eecion,now the holy book of indus. The essence
f he Gita i that regrdlessof rewards one must
et in accordance with dharna. It is oy such
cton tht hs the power o iberat the i slf
The Gita also lucidats the permancace of the
human soul. It shows how the coatrol of onc's
Lenses and of what s transiory canlead o content-
et of mind and bliss. Geared for bae, by he
0 of the sermon Asjuna s able t0 “see” the full
vine form of Lord Krishra, the protector of
dharna.

"X n pic, he Mahabharata nvolves haracters
engaged in devious methods o atan i cads.
Cleary Karma s rcked by Inda ino giving up is
ot and protecive armings, which veakens bim
‘o the batlefed. Spared by Krishnas encourage-
meat, A Kills Kara, despite Kama being
it arms and tying o push his chariot's wheel
outof the . Bhishmais also hndicapped when
Shikhandi (s woman reborn a5 3 man) becomes
A charotee in place of Kiishoa. The Pan-
Gavas, with Krshaa's guidanc, ke this change,
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Dhiteashics are rised and educated togeiher in
Hastnapar under the guidance of the priest Aca-
harya Drona,  maestno of archery He was chosen
by Dhishm, the “Grand O Man.” great prand-
uter of the princes, who takes 4 keen interest in
ther mstruction. The v Pandavs excel n every
art, ki, and virue. Auna. the third Pandava,
becormes an sce archer anda favoriteof Drona. The
s of the Pandavas genersts resentment and
osity in the Kauravas, ypificd by the cides,
Duryodhsna, This bad feeling is manifesied
hrough  series of plot 1 il he Pandavas, in-
Cluding an aempe o bur them aive in  bouse o
acquer (they manage 10 escape. with the help of
Vidura, their uncle). Rightuly. the eldest son of
Pandu, Yudhistir, should become the king. Be-
cause o subbom Duryodhana'sgreed for ower it
s decided o divide he kingdon.

‘The Pandavss consert thei portion, the barren
and Toresied Khandavaprastha, into an srchice-
{aral marvel, Indraprastha. The Pandavas lso e
he support of thir cousin Krishna, incamaton of
Vihns, head of the Hind Trinty, born (0 bring
order amidst chaos with vietory of dharma (righ-
Leousness) over adarma (evi. However, Di
vodhana n conivance with bis unclc Shakani, s
“hle o scnd the Pandavas ino exile for thirtcen
Jears,after defcting them in  dice game.

On their rtur, the Pandavas make 2 claim (©
hir kingdom, bt Duryodhna’s Covetous aiure
s bocked b hi futhe, Dhetashia. Who efuses o
‘ivethe Pandavas what thy descrve: he result s
war between the two failics.

The two amies meet in the bauleficld of
Kurokshetra, The cighteen-day war results in the
fall of great heroes, warior, and priesis. Ul
mately, the Pandavas emerge tismpbart,
Nudhicht becomes the king of Hasinapur.

The War Between Good and Evil

“The Mahabarataiseplete ith wesome deseip-
ions of events, n paricular of the ar scenes,
capturing the fincst_ detals and_complexities.
Neighing horses, trampling lephars, wariors on

o Eltoratas oy e St s

charios at rampage, the clashing sice of swords
ind maces, batle cries, all evesberatc throughout
e cighteen-day v

“The Mahabharata, n s cpic grandeus has
many plots. and sub-plots,sories and sub-torics.
The epic moves swiflly and dramatically with
myriad of events aking place, but it is character
s devlopment whih are quinessental. The
“rchetypes of good and evil are perceptble a3
hesiory unfolds: the Pandavas ae fountainhead of
dharma, while the Kaoravas are goded by ad-
amma. Vodhishtra repeesents dharma and Du-
ryodhan, adharma. Bhishma, the great grand-
Gaher of the princes, is the epitome ofdharma he
sands by his word and integrty, never les, and
ven in situation of conflictalvays docs what is

“Dharma and karma (fte-determining sction)
dominate theepic. The namative recounts apumber
of octasions during which characters sffe from
el conlicts. Bhishma knew that Duryodhana,
was wrong in forcing the Pandavas out of their
Kingdom. that the Pandavas stood or dharma, yet
Duryodhana ed he Kauravas i the b s e had
pledec s oyalytothe prtection o he king and
Thrane of Hastinspar. Bound by oblgation, Drora.,
Kripaeaharaya,and Shalya oo fight underth ban-
et of Kauravas, fully kpowing that the Pandavas.
would be victoious

s intresting to noe tht ll these characers
were aware of “where there is diarma here is
Vicory"™ Draspadi, wie of the Pandava brothers is
Tost 10 the Kauravas by Yodhistara,who sakes her
o the fast ol of the dice, andshe s then dragaed.
by her hair imo the Kaurava cour and disrobed.
Bhishma, Drona, and Vidura, al find the whole
episolle abbaorent and shameful bat do not 52y &
Word, When asked by Draupsdi whether
Vdisheara had any rghts 1o stake her i the dice:
game after having lost himselt and his brothers
e, there i anly sience.

Karma, the son of Kunt before she maricd
Pandu, 15 Duryodhana's friend; Kama i the Pan-
dava's €ldest brother, having been fthcred by the
Sun God, Surya. Since Kunt, the mother of the
Pandavas, was unmaried when she gave birth to
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T
Author: Rishi Vyasa

Born: Place and datc unknown

Died: Place and date unknonn

Literary Form: Epic

Dates of Compasiion: 400 .. 0 400 AD.

Major Themes

Sansrits Mahabhirata (Great Poerof the Descendants of Bharata)

Through acton il your daty (@har); do ot worry about the fs of efert

e noi 0 b lameds i i individuals who are responsible for their acions

e s fo 1o peval i  acred duty o il for he mianpih of i ver malicous
Wherethere 1 vitee, here is Krishnas where there s Krishna there s victor

Righioumess i clenaland eads 1o rospriy: ll el s mrcly pheneral.

Whatover th circumstaces, ulimately rah s victorous.

The Mahabharata, an €pic poem, grew over centu
e, spanming times of varying political economic,
elgious, and sociletics, It has decply infuenced.
e payche o the peopl o ndia In popularcultre
ne sl infections of the Mahabharaia ae not
it o paint cut. The theme of the Maiab-
ot and reference o s characters are featured
prominently in lterary and arstc works, ancient
o modem. From Kalidasa's masterpcce Shakin-
lala t the contemporary rendering of Yoyt b
Girish Karmad snd Anda Yag by Dharamyi
Bharati—al are evidence of he latent but constant
presence o the <pic. The Mahabharaia has beca
{ranshted imo st of the Indian languages. Again
i themes are verbalized i folklore and folk mu-
o cnpressedin arhitecure and sculpore. Films
o iffrent Indian languages have the Ma-
habharata s thei theme, and o number of ims
have one or many of the charactrs plucked out of
he epic and juxtaposed into 3 curent setn. The
Bhoguad Gila,  poem in the Sizth Book of the
picy in elf has become a book of superlaive
Ghmensions,  focal point of Hinduism and Hindu
Philosophy, Though the Mahabharata was pre-
sented 252 Broudvay production by Peter Brook. in
he West theepic has ot receed the atention and
Sppreciation it commands i the East.

e Mahabharata s & long epic poem of about

100,000 couplts in Sanskie,spread oves 18 books.
and numerous chapters. It has been transled not
Snly imo the Indian languages bt also into many
ofthe European languages. It coninges (o hold the
eres and. entrance the minds of readers and
crtcsahke with ts heroie propartions.

Originelly the Mahabaraia ws composed by
Rishi Vyesa. Scholars have difcing views abost
it dat of composition. Tt s e that many of the
Chaptersand books were added 0t oiginal work
from time to time, It s largely agrecd that the cpic
was wrtien and additons were made rom 400 ..
o400 .1 ight imesthe size oftheHiad and
Odyssey combined.

The War of Succession

T Mahabharata s th story of a family feud over
Suceession between the Pandavas (sons of Pandu)
and the Kauravas (sons of Dhviarashira). 1 set
i the northen Indian Kingdom of Kurukshetra
The descendants of King Bharata, Pancu and
Dhvitrashta,are wo brothers. Since Dhizashizs,
the oldr son, was born blnd, Pandu becomes the
King, Aftrrulingfor many years Pandu gocs o live
it forestand with th help f the gods his 0
Wives bear five sons for him. When Pondu dies in
{he fores, Dhirshiza becomes te king.




