2.01 RELIGIONS ON FILE ™
HINDUISM

Hindu caste system 2.01

This s a very simplified rendering of traditional Hindu society.
Caste or jati can vary from region to region and even village to
village. Officially such distinctions are prohibited today by India’s
Constitution.

BRAHMINS

Priests

X KSHATRIYAS

Warriors and rulers

\ VAISYAS

\ Skilled traders, merchants
\ - and minor officials

. SUDRAS
\

Unskilled workers

\ PARIAHS
\ ‘HARIJANS’

Qutcastes, ‘Untouchables
‘Children of God’

The sacred hymn of Purusha

describes the creation of Brahmins

the first person and how (mouth)

the caste system was

developed from the

different parts of the body _ Kshatriyas
(arms)
Vaisyas
(thighs
Sudras
(feet)
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