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Readings from The World’s Wisdom: Sacred Texts of the World’s Religions,
Philip Novak, editor

(Arranged by section number and page number)

THE INSTRUCTIVE LEGEND OF THE BUDDHA'’S LIFE p 50
1 His Miraculous Birth p 50
2 The Visit of the Wise Man p 50
3 The Prisoner of Pleasure p 50
4 The First Three Passing Sights: Old Age, Disease, and Death p 51
5 A World on Fire p 53
6 The Discovery of Meditative Insight p 53
7 The Fourth Passing Sight: The Religious Mendicant p 54
8 The Great Going Forth p 54
9 The Rejection of Self-Torture as a Way to Liberation p 55
10 The Vow Beneath the Tree p 56
11 The Defeat of Mara p 56
12 The Realization of Nibbana (Nirvana) p 57
13 After Hesitating, the Buddha Decides to Teach p 59
14 The Buddha’s First Encounter p 59
15 “My Death is an Occasion for Joy” p 60
16 The Buddha’s Final Instructions p 61
17 The Last Words of the Buddha p 62

THE REBEL SAINT: THE BUDDHA’S ATTITUDE TOWARD AUTHORITY,

RITUAL, AND MOOT POINTS p 62
18 It is Proper to Doubt: See For Yourselves p 62
19 Against Ritual p 62

20 Against Wasting Precious Time on Ineluctably Moot Points p 63



