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 he fi-&t lndian' : 
War of - 
Independence 
against the British: 

Birth of Mahatma 
Gandhi, one of the 
leaders of India's 
struggle for 
freedom from the 
British. 

He forms his own 

the British Empire. 
This marks the Muslim, Hindu and 
start of the British Christian beliefs. 

formed. She never visits 

Pondicherry, India. 



The great Hindu C. ~ ~ 9 0 0  
philosopher 
Shankara*arya The Chols kings writes and teaches wle over South Java, Indonesia. about the 
Upanishads. India. Many 

beautiful temples 
are built. 

A D ~ O Q ~  

The Muslims 
begin to invade 
India from the 

I north-west and ta 
s~read their I 1 religion of Islam. I 

PARTITION OF INDIA 
India gained independence from 
British rule on 15 August 1947. 
But there was a high price to pay 
for its freedom. The Muslim 
League, which spoke up for the 
rights of Muslims living in India, 
had campaigned for a separate 
country for India's Muslims. So 
India was divided into mainly 
Hindu India and mainly Muslim 
Pakistan. The newly created 
country of Pakistan was itself 
divided, for most of the Muslims 
lived in the western state of 
Punjab (West Pakistan) and in 
the eastern state of Bengal (East 
Pakistan), on opposite sides of 
India. The partition of India 
caused terrible suffering. 
Millions of people were killed in 
violence between Hindus and 
Muslims and millions were left 
homeless. In 1971, East Pakistan 
became the independent, mainly 
Muslim country of Bangladesh. 

Swastika 

SIGN OF PEACE c .. / 
The swastika is an ancient 
Hindu symbol of peace. It is 8 

often drawn on cards and B 

invitations and woven into %a * 
textiles to bring good luck. In .e 

the 20th century, the German t 
Nazis took the swastika symbol, 
reversed it and turned it into a N. ' 1  
symbol of evil. To Hindus, = 1 
however, it has exactly the 
opposite meaning. 
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