Wheel of life 

The Wheel of Life is a detailed illustration of the Tibetan belief in the transmigratory nature of existence, explains the theory of rebirth.  Human beings are born into this life with karma, the cycle of birth and rebirth, and the manifestations of suffering and desire experienced by human beings.  In this activity, students will learn about the symbolism used in the painting to teach buddhist philosophy and then translate these images into own comtemporary  interpretations.

Below you will find information about the Wheel of Life. Distribution of information can vary, as I have chosen to use this as a reinforcement tool in the termination of part I.

I. The Wheel is deivided into three parts

                        -axle

                        -spokes

                        -rim

II.  Axle

            A.  In is one of the noble truths that suffering exists

            B.  The purpose of Buddha’s teaching is to relieve suffering

            C.  The way to achieve this is to be aware to the 3 causes of suffering: Ignorance, lust and hatred

            D The animals that symbolize these three great vices: Pig(ignorance), Rooster (lust) and snake (hatred)

            E.  These vices rule the universe and keep it in continual revolution

            

III. Spoke

            A.  The universe in separated in to 6 realms

                        -gods

                        -semi-gods

                        -human beings

                        -animals

                        -ghosts

                        -hell

            B. Meritous or unmeritous actions dictate the realm in which rebirth happens-wholesome karma~rebirth into the human, god or demi-god realm

unwholesome karma~rebirth into the lower realms (animal, ghosts, hell)

            C. No matter, human beings can’t escape suffering b/c suffering exists in each realm

            D.  Buddha is ever present and he is seen in every realm, trying to help people toward enlightenment, showing compassion

IV. Realm of the gods

            A.  Enjoy life, lead a blissful life

            B.  Eat from the Tree of Life

            C.  Long life, get tired, tree no longer yiedls fruit from them to eat

            D.  Start to sweat like mortals, noone wants to be around them

            E.  Die miserably

V.  Realm of the Demi-Gods

            A.  Leading trait: pride, jealousy, envy

            B.  Rebirths into this realm occur when in a previous life, one boasted of being more pious

            C. Live a long life

            D.  Holds envy for the gods and their blissful lifesstyle

            E.  Live better than humans

VI. Realm of the human beings

A.  Most important realm because humans have the opportunity to reach enlightenment

            B. Through a combination  of reason and belief, can they earn the privelage to leave the transient life and enter Nirvana

            C.  Experience 4 great sufferings: birth, illness, old age, and death

VI.  Realm of the animals

A.   Trait: inability to express themselves

            B.  One of great misery

            C.  suffer from slavery and bondage

VII.  Realm of the tantalized ghosts

