Geography Lesson 1: Big Maps
Lesson Source: The Teacher Center for Global Studies at Clark University
Adapted by Erica Svatek

Grade Level: K-12

Timeframe: Two to three, 40 minute classes or one to two 80-minute blocks.
Overview: Geography plays a central role in the study of any region or continent of the world.  In order to show students the interconnections between geography, the people, and their history students will create oversized maps of specific regions.  These maps will include topics such as topography, population density, products grown and traded in various regions, and more.  This map can be used as a teaching and learning tool for the entire unit of study or can serve as a specific lesson within the large unit.    
Objectives (the students will be able to):

1. Locate topographic features of the chosen region.

2. Identify and map key cities, regions, trade products, and/or population density.
3. Outline the spread of specific religions throughout the area.

4. Generate and use a map key.

5. Gain a “mental map” of the terrain and interconnectedness of the region.

 Materials:
1. An overhead projector per group

2. Overhead transparencies of an outline map (simple) of the chosen region

3. Tape

4. markers, colored pencils, highlighters

5. Poster board or large sheet of paper per group (3-foot by 5-foot)

6. Multiple atlases

7. Reference materials

Procedure:

1. Divide the class into groups of three to four students, assign places to work and assemble.
2. Select one student per group to get:

a. an overhead projector and transparency.

b. markers, colored pencils, and highlighters.

c. Atlases, reference materials, tape and a large piece of paper.

3. Each group should tape their poster board paper to the wall and set up the overhead projector.  Center the image so that it fills the entire paper, and then tape the transparency to the projector to avoid slippage.

4. Have students work in pairs to trace the map onto the poster board paper.  Tracing requires approximately 20 minutes per group.
5. While these two students are working, the other team members should being research their assigned topics.
6. When the outline is complete, remove the map from the wall.  Using the gathered information, have the group map out 2-3 of the following items on the map:

a. Geo-physical features, including deserts, rivers, mountains, plateaus, bodies of water

b. Physical features including key cities, empires, or countries

c. Sections or all of the Silk Road

d. Products traded within their region and with other regions in the world

e. Trade and travel routes

f. Animals, crops, mineral deposits

g. Cultural monuments, religious centers

7. All teams should create a key for their map.

Closure:

At the end of the first day:
1. Ask each individual student to identify 2-3 difficulties s/he is having creating the map and completing the activity.  Ask the students to NOT put their name on the paper.  

2. Within the group, switch lists and ask the new student to generate ideas on how to overcome the difficulties.  Do this 1-2 more times until each person in the group has viewed every other group member’s paper.

At the end of the lesson:

1. Gallery walk of all group posters.

a. Students should analyze the maps created by the class and take notes on the following topics (this is not an exhaustive list):

i. Layout of the map itself

ii. Use of color, texture, details

iii. Topics on the map (population density etc.)

iv. How would you use this map to learn about the Himalayan region?  What specifically would you learn?
v. How has creating this map and analyzing the other maps helped you learn about this region?  Has this activity changed the way you think about the Himalayas?  Why or why not?
Extensions:

1. Ask students to create a list of questions that can be answered by using their Big Maps.  These questions can be answered as a team, individually, or traded between groups to assess knowledge.

2. Use a fictional or primary source reading that describes the geography a region and ask students to list all the various features discussed in the book.

3. Have students create a Big Map of their neighborhood, town, or city.

4. Have students create a glossary of key geographical terms of the region of study with correct explanations or definitions for each term.
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