Buddhism Glossary:  

Definitions taken from Words of My Perfect Teacher by Patrul Rinpoche

Acarya: teacher, equivalent of a spiritual master or lama.

Bliss (experience): one of the three types of experience in meditation.

Bodhicitta: the mind of enlightenment.

Bodhisattva: a being who has decided to bring all being to enlightenment and is practicing the Bodhisattva path.

Braham: In Buddhism Brahma is not considered as an eternal deity but as the ruler of the gods of the World of Form.

Brahmin: one of the four castes in ancient Indian society, the priestly caste.

Buddha: one who has reached enlightenment.

Circumambulation: act of veneration consisting in walking clockwise, concentrated and with awareness, around a sacred object.

Deity: this tem designates a Buddha or wisdom deity, or sometimes a wealthy deity or Dharma protector.

Dharma: the teachings of Buddha

Eight auspicious signs: eight symbols (corresponding to the different parts of the Buddha’s body); eternal knot, lotus, canopy, conch, wheel, banner, vase, and golden fish.
Eightfold Path: teachings of Buddha to reach enlightenment.

Four Noble Truths: the essential steps of Buddhist practice. 

Karma: literally means “action,” but is often used to loosely mean the result produced by past actions.

Lama: a spiritual teacher, explained as the contraction of bla na med pa, “nothing superior”

Mantra: manifestation of supreme enlightenment in the form of sounds.

Manjushri: Bodhisattva, embodies the knowledge and wisdom of all the Buddhas.

Merit: good karma, the energy generated by positive actions of body, speech, and mind.

Naga: a kind of snake like being living in the depths of water or under the ground.

Nirvana: the state beyond suffering.

Sakyamuni: the Buddha of our time, who lived around the 5th century.

Samsara: the cycle of existence in which one is endlessly propelled by negative emotions and the karmic force on one’s actions from one state of rebirth to another.

Sangha: refers to all the practitioners of Buddha’s teaching.

Stupa: literally means “support of offering,” symbolic representation of the Buddha’s mind.  The most typical Buddhist monument, which often has a wide square base, a rounded mid-section, and a tall conical upper section topped by a sun and moon.
Three Jewels: the Buddha, the Dharma, and the Sangha.

Vajra: a diamond, adamantine thunderbolt.  Symbol of unchanging and indestructible wisdom capable of penetrating through everything.

Wheel of Dharma: Symbol of Buddha’s teaching.
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