Modern Conflicts Lesson #3: Geopolitics

Lesson Source: Ask Asia (www.askasia.com), by Joan Barnatt, copyright 1997.

Grade Level: 9-12

Timeframe: One hour

Overview: A short skills builder that focuses on using different types of maps to understand ethnic, linguistic, economic and political differences that occur.

Objectives (the students will be able to):

1. Reading different types of maps 

2. Making inferences 

3. Testing a hypothesis

Central Questions:
1. How similar are the historical and modern political boundaries? Why do you think this is so? 

2. Why would travelers in this region (over the centuries) need both a physical and political map? For what purposes would they be used? 

3. How might the physical characteristics of the region influence the population (ethnically, linguistically, etc.)? 

4. How might population have influenced the area’s political divisions?

Procedure (suggested):
1. Using contemporary and historical political maps of Central Asia, ask students to brainstorm specific factors that could lead to political conflict among groups in the region. (A useful resource is www.WorldHistoryMaps.com.) Factors may include different languages, religions, resources and competition for trade. Then have them compare the historical and modern political maps and discuss the following questions: 

· How similar are the historical and modern political boundaries? Why do you think this is so? 

· Why would travelers in this region (over the centuries) need both a physical and political map? For what purposes would they be used?

2. Have students research the peoples of Central Asia today by looking at the linked map. Ask students to consider these questions: 

· How might the physical characteristics of the region influence the population (ethnically, linguistically, etc.)? 

· How might population have influenced the area’s political divisions?

Closure (by Erica Svatek):
1. Ask students to look at current newspapers, magazine, and internet sources to find examples of regional and international conflict over nature resources occurring today.  

2. Have them summarize their findings in a one-page essay.  
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