The Historical and Philosophical Foundations of Buddhism

HONORS CHALLENGE ASSIGNMENT

All Buddhisms share the foundational practices outlined in this website, and yet Zen Buddhism (or Chan, as it is called in China) looks very different from Tibetan Buddhism or from the Theravada tradition practiced in Thailand.

Choose two of the three schools of Buddhism mentioned above.  Research both and then answer the following questions USING BOTH TEXT and  IMAGES from the internet or from print sources (you may create a slideshow or webpage).

1. Where did each school originate and flourish? Where is each practiced most widely today?

2. How do they differ in practice?  Do they differ in any way philosophically?

3. WHY are they different?  In other words, what other religious traditions influenced their development as Buddhism was imported into other countries?  What cultural values transformed Buddhism as it traveled from India to other countries?

