Saturday April 9 Field Trip to Harvard Forest  (HF) – General Instructions

Staging Area:  The meeting place is the O'Neil parking lot – it is just down the hill from the field house.  

Starting at about 710 we will have coffee and some other drinks and things to eat like fake food (donuts) and better food (bagels) and real food (fruit).  

We will leave at 730 AM sharp.  We are on a tight schedule because of another class that will be there and we need to finish parts of our trip before they arrive. The drive to HF takes about an hour and 20 minutes and so we will arrive around 9 AM.

Museum Tour  (~9 – 10 AM) After a quick bathroom break, we will spend about an hour in the Fisher Museum looking at exceptional dioramas that depict:

· The history of land in central Mass (and much of interior New England) 

· Forestry techniques used in New England (some of which were developed at the HF). 

 We will do the tour with two groups that start at different points in the Museum. One will be guided by Dr. Catherine Langtimm of the USGS (she did research at Harvard Forest in the 1990s) and the other by Dr. Prestwich.  

Further information on the Fisher Museum can be found at the following link 

http://harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu/museum/dioramas.html
The goal will not be 'been there, done that" but will be instead to discuss changes in land use over time and to gain an understanding of what we will see in the forest during our hike. You are strongly encouraged to visit the website listed above (and spend some time on it) before the trip. 
Forest/LTER Tour Following the museum tour, we will do an approximately 2.5 mile hike that will take us through a small part of the HF that is part of the NSF-funded Long-term Ecological Research (LTER) study site. You can find additional information about the LTER at the following location:

http://harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu/research.html
Please do take the time to visit this site before the trip.

The hiking tour will take about 2 hours.  A map of where we will walk is attached to this document.  The hike will include several watershed areas (often a bit wet, especially this time of the year) that we will reach and cross by trails and a long boardwalk, and additional walking down dirt roads. 

Given the weather this year, it is unlikely that insects will be a large factor but we will have some insect repellent for anyone who wishes to use it.  In a hike near Harvard Forest last weekend Drs. Prestwich and Langtimm encountered only a few mosquitoes.  As of Wed. the weather forecast is for sunny skies and probably temperatures in the upper 30s and 40s for the time we are there – but this has been changing daily and everyone is urged to check the forecast for Petersham the evening before the trip (link: http://www.wunderground.com/cgi-bin/findweather/getForecast?query=Petersham+MA).

Clothing and other items (don’t get carried away however – this is not a long hike)

· Daypack or share one with someone else.

· Good waterproof hiking shoes and socks that wick moisture.  You can get by with less but it is possible that you feet might get wet and wet feet are no fun.

· Layers that can easily be removed and packed.

· Outer shell that is waterproof in case it rains or is windy (if rain is totally unlikely, don't worry about this one).

· A good hat that performs well in the rain also to keep bugs (if any) at bay.

· In other words, dress warmly and in a way that you can increase or decrease layers (you don't want to get too hot either.  Be sure the check whether for Petersham MA the evening before the trip to help you plan on what to wear (see link above).

· Water bottle, reusable if possible (we will not provide water bottles – any bottles you have can be filled at the HF labs and Fisher Museum).

· Feel free to bring food but don't leave anything, including uneaten food in the woods.
· If you plan on taking notes a notebook is great as is a camera and/or binoculars (for those who like to look at birds, especially).  

Return We should be back in the vans by 1230 and back to CHC no later than 2 PM.

A Note About Food: For those who want to bring a lunch and eat it as we return, please feel free to do so but let's be sure to keep the vans clean.  If you are on a meal plan check with food services about a box lunch.  Your professors will also provide some food, including anything left over from the morning.
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