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INDIA SUSPECTS MAOIST LINKS WITH KASHMIRI MILITANTS - NEPALESE PAPER 

Nepalnews.com web site on 18 July 

Kathmandu, 17 July: The government of India is tightening its grip over the Nepalese Maoists and systematically weakening their network, leaving little option to its leaders, either to surrender or face possible deportation to Nepal. 

With the arrest of four Maoist activists, including their key public relations person, Ram Karki alias Partha Chatri, in New Delhi last week and their immediate handover to the Nepalese authorities, many feel it is a clear indication of the Indian mind. 

Alongwith this hard-line attitude of the Indian government, the Communist Party India (Marxist)-led government in West Bengal (WB), where the Maoists had been able to penetrate deep into certain border areas, including Darjeeling and Siliguri, has made things difficult for the Nepalese rebels. According to sources, the WB Chief Minister Buddhadev Bhattacharya has intimated to the Nepalese Maoists insurgents in no uncertain term that they have to leave West Bengal. "If the Maoists surrendered their arms, he would even be willing to approach the Nepal government for general amnesty to them," sources, told The Kathmandu Post. 

Bhattacharya's anger and the subsequent hard-line attitude against the Maoists apparently emanates from reports that the Nepalese rebels have allegedly been instigating the Nepalese in Darjeeling and surrounding areas that they should assert their right to self-determination pertaining to Nepalis-dominated areas like Darjeeling and Sikkim. 

Maoist leader, Krishna Sen whose reported death in government custody created a huge furore here and Top Bahadur Rayamajhi, one of the Maoists' negotiators during the peace talks with the government, were believed to have participated in a meeting last September at Rishi Bhawan in Siliguri where these demands were raised. 

In the meantime, the WB government has also arrested CPI (ML) Darjeeling District General Secretary Abhijit Mazumdar, son of late Naxalite leader Charu Mazumdar, on suspicion that he was the key contact point of Nepalese Maoist leaders. 

Meanwhile, informed sources in the Indian embassy in Kathmandu revealed to The Kathmandu Post that the Indian government had banned the Maoist front organization, Akhil Bharatiya Nepali Ekta Samaj (ABNES), under Prevention of Terrorist Act (POTA), 2002 for indulging in anti-India activities and for its involvement with the Indian extreme left organizations, the MCC Maoist Communist Centre and PWG People's War Group for trying to create a Compact Revolutionary Zone (CRZ) stretching from Nepal to Andhra Pradesh, a southern Indian state. 

Quoting some reports, the sources added that ABNES secretary Bamdev Chhetri had visited Jammu in September last year to establish contact with Kashmiri militant groups for procuring arms for the CPN (Maoist). 

The sources also said the government was cracking down on Maoist cadres taking refuge in India. Besides the recent handover of Karki and three others to Nepal, they pointed out that the Uttar Pradesh police have deported several Maoist activists since April this year. 

"The Indian security forces continue to remain on high alert to detect any further Maoist sympathisers taking refuge in India," they added. 

They further said that the Indian security forces are closely co-operating with their Nepalese counterparts to curb the Maoist insurgency. In addition, India has provided special assistance of around 35m US dollars to Nepal during the last one year by way of military support and equipment for the Royal Nepal Army and the armed police force and has also provided training in counter-insurgency operations. 
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