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India’s victory over the Pakistani forces in Kargil is a defeat for the environment. Explosives used in heavy shelling have contaminated the snow and rivers, says one observer: ‘It is going to be very difficult for the army personnel posted in this area to survive. It will be worse for people living in Drass because they depend on snow-fed rivers.’ Next summer the effects of the war will still be seen, says journalist Masood Hussain, because the last of the snow will melt and more explosives will flow downstream. 

Down to Earth Vol 8 No 9

