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India: 'Divide Kashmir To Protect Minorities' 

BY:OUR STAFF REPORTER 

 BANGALORE, MAY 18. An organisation of Kashmiri Pandits and Buddhists has demanded that Jammu and Kashmir be divided into four regions with Ladakh as a Union Territory and Jammu a separate State to protect their interests. The People's Initiative on Peace (PIPU), which comprises members of Panun Kashmir, Ladakh Buddhist Association and Jammu Joint Federation, wants Kashmir to be split into two regions and the north and east side of the Jhelum to be reserved for the rehabilitation of displaced Kashmiris. 

Dr. Ajay Churungoo, chairman, political affairs, Panun Kashmir, told presspersons here today that 54,000 Kashmiri Pandit families had been displaced. Although nearly 95 per cent of the State's revenue came from Jammu, which had a Hindu majority, only three per cent of it was spent on the development of that region. 

Mr. Tsering Samphel, president of the Ladakh Buddhist Association, said although 60 per cent of the population in the Ladakh region were Buddhists, they had almost no representation in politics and government. 


