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China releases Tibetan dissident jailed since 1983 

BEIJING — The Chinese government told U.S. diplomats yesterday that it had released one of its longest-serving political prisoners, a 76-year-old Tibetan teacher who has been jailed since 1983 for campaigning against China's rule of Tibet and leading a daring prison protest during an inspection by Swiss officials. 

The release of Tanak Jigme Sangpo, whose case has been raised by human-rights activists and Western governments for years, appears intended as a gesture of goodwill just weeks before Hu Jintao, China's vice president and probable future leader, is to make his first visit to the United States. 

It also follows a promise to free important dissidents made by Chinese officials during preparations for President Bush's visit to Beijing in February. Jigme Sangpo is the third prominent Tibetan prisoner China has released this year. Human-rights groups say hundreds of others remain behind bars and in labor camps. 

A State Department spokeswoman said the warden of the Tibet Autonomous Region Prison ordered the release of Jigme Sangpo in the Tibetan capital of Lhasa on Sunday for medical reasons. 

He was not due to be released until September 2011. 

Chinese officials said he was staying with a relative in Lhasa. 

