The Retributions for the Ten Unwholesome Karmas

Excerpt from Ten Grounds Chapter, Flower Garland Sutra
Second Ground of Immaculate (Vimala)

Sutra:


Disciples of the Buddha, this Bodhisattva, Mahasattva, further makes the following reflection, “Of the ten unwholesome karmic paths, the most severe are causes for the hells, the average degrees are causes for the animals, and the least severe are the causes for the hungry ghosts.

“Among them, the offense of killing can cause living beings to fall into the hells, animals, and hungry ghosts. If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution: one, a short life; two, many illnesses. The offense of stealing also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths. If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution: one, they are poor, two, their wealth is held in common, and they do not have free use of it.
Commentary: 


Vajra treasury Bodhisattva again says: Disciples of the Buddha, this Bodhisattva, Mahasattva--this great Bodhisattva who cultivates the Bodhisattva way, and accumulates all kinds of good roots, when he attains the position of the second ground, that of leaving filth--Further makes the following reflection--he makes another contemplation, saying: “Of the ten unwholesome karmic paths, the kinds of paths of karmic retribution which are not good, The most severe are causes for the hells. The most terrible and serious is that one has to fall into the hells. The average degrees are causes for the animals. The middle degree is that one has to become an animal, And the least severe are the causes are for the hungry ghosts. The least serious is having to become a hungry ghost.


“Among them, the offense of killing can cause living beings to fall to the hells, animals, and hungry ghosts.” The first among the Ten Unwholesome Karmic Paths is the offense of killing, which makes living beings fall into the destiny of the hells. There are millions upon millions of hells, not just one single hell. Their varieties are limitless. Hells are one of the three evil destinies and so are the animals. There are also millions upon millions of different kinds of animals. There are also countless varieties of hungry ghosts of different species and types. “If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution:” If you commit the Ten Unwholesome Karmic Acts, afterwards you fall into the three evil destinies. When that is over and you are born as a person among people, you have two kinds of retribution coming to you. What are they? “One, a short life” You like to kill? When you have finished undergoing your retribution in the three evil paths and become a person, you still have a short life. Maybe you will be born for a few days and then die. Or, you may die after a few months, or even a few years. You undergo the retribution of having a short life. “Two, many illnesses.” Perhaps your life won’t be short, but when you are a person you will always be sick. If you don't have one illness, you will have another. That's from killing.


“The second is The offense of stealing which also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths.” It, too, makes all living beings who violate, by committing the offense of stealing, fall into the hells, the animals, and the hungry ghosts, those three evil paths. “If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution. One, they are poor.” Now you know why you are so poor. It's because you committed the offense of stealing too heavily in your previous lives, so. Now you are destitute. “Two, their wealth is held in common, and they do not have free use of it.”​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ The first was being poor. In the second, you do have a little bit of money, but it is jointly owned with someone else. It's not entirely your own. Other people can tell you what to do with it. They control it, and so you can’t use it freely as you wish.

Sutra:


“The offense of sexual misconduct also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths. If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution: one, their wives will not be good or faithful; two, they will not have a retinue that accords with their intent. The offense of lying also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths. If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution: one, they will be slandered a lot; two, they will be deceived by others. The offense of double tongue also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths. If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution: one, their retinue will be separated; two, their caste will be base. The offense of harsh speech also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths. If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution: one, they will always hear disagreeable sounds; two, they will be involved in many lawsuits.

Commentary:


“The offense of sexual misconduct also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths. Sexual misconduct means sexual relations which are not sanctioned by law. It means engaging in sexual relations with someone who is not your legal spouse. As it is said:

Of the myriad evils, lust is foremost. 

You should not walk down this road to death.


Lust is the most evil of evils, and it includes all other evils in it. If you indulge in improper sexual relations, then that is the worst kind of offense. You are just heading for death; and it also makes living beings fall into the hells, the animals, and the hungry ghosts, those three evil paths. “If they are born among people​ should they obtain a human body they have two kinds of retribution: one, their wives will not be good or faithful. The first is that their wife or husband will not be true to them, will not be a good person. The spouse will flagrantly vio​late the rules and will casually indulge in sex​ual
relations with anybody at all. “Two, they will not have a retinue that accords with their intent."  The second is that their household or circle of friends will not be in accord with them. They will always be fighting with other members of their retinue and never get along with them.


“The offense of lying also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths. The offense of constantly telling lies also causes living beings to fall into the hells, the animals, and the hungry ghosts. If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution this, too, entails two kinds of retribution, which are: One, they will be slandered a lot.”  People will always slander you and say you are wrong. “Two, they will be deceived by others.” The second is that, because you used to lie to other people, now people lie to you and cheat you. “The of​fense of double tongue also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths, the hells, the animals, and the hungry ghosts. If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution: one, their retinue will be separated. Their household, or circle of friends, will not be united. They will always be separated from each other. Two, their caste will be base. Their relatives and those of the same race or caste as they are will be very ugly people, very unpleasant to look at. The offense of harsh speech if you constantly commit the offense of harsh speech, this Also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths, the hells, the animals, the hungry ghosts. If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution: one, they will always hear disagreeable sounds unpleasant sounds. Two, they will be involved in many lawsuits.” At the drop of a hat they will be involved in arguments and disputes with people, or perhaps be sued in court, or themselves file lawsuits.

Sutra:


The offense of loose speech also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths. If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution: one, people will not accept what they say; two, their speech will not be clearly understood. The offense of greed and desire also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths. If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution: one, their minds will never know contentment; two, they will have much desire which will never be satisfied. The offense of anger and hatred also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths. If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution: one, other people will always find fault with them; two, they will constantly be troubled and harmed by others.

Commentary:


“The offense of loose speech,” means always talking in ways that are not in accord with the rules, talking wildly and saying whatever one pleases. It is saying all kinds of defiled and disordered things, making fun of other people. This offense “Also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths, the hells, the hungry ghosts, and the animals. If they are born among people, when they have paid off their offenses in the three evil realms and become people again, They have two kinds of retribution again the retribution is of two types, of which ONE is that People will not accept what they say. Nobody will listen to them when they talk. No one will pay attention. Two, their speech will not be clearly understood. The second is that when they speak their words will not be clear, so no one will know what they are talking about. When they talk, people won't clearly hear what they have said.


“The offense of greed and desire also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths, the hells, the hungry ghosts, and animals. When they have undergone their retribution in the three evil paths, and If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution; one, their minds will never know contentment. They will never be satisfied; they will always feel that nothing is right. Two, they will have much desire which will never be satisfied. They will always be greedy for this and greedy for that without satiation. That is because of having committed the offense of greed and desire.


“The offense of anger and hatred also causes living beings to fall into three evil paths. When they have paid off their debts in the three evil destinies, If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution: one, other people will always find fault with them.” People will always be saying of the person, “He's got this wrong with him and that wrong with him, and there is nothing right about him at all.” Two, they will constantly be troubled and harmed by others. “ People will always give you a bad time, always give you trouble. No matter how good you are to people, they will try to do you in. So, when people are not good to us, we should return the light and look within, and think about how in our previous lives we certainly committed the offense of harsh speech, lying, loose speech, and double tongue, greed, hatred, and stupidity, killing, stealing, and sexual misconduct and think, “So, that's why people are so bad to me this life." And we should quickly repent and reform.

Sutra:


“The offense of deviant views also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths. If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution: one, they will be born in a family holding deviant views; two, their minds will be flattering and crooked.

Commentary:


Before, it talked about stealing and sexual misconduct and loose speech, lying, harsh speech, double-tongued speech, and so forth. “The offense of deviant viewsÉ” What are deviant views? It means always having incorrect knowledge and views which are not in accord with Dharma. There is proper knowledge and proper views, and there is improper knowledge and improper views. If you don't have proper knowledge and proper views, you will believe in improper knowledge and improper views, and in that case you will commit a great many offenses. The offense from that “Also causes living beings to fall into the three evil paths, the hells, the hungry ghosts, and the animals.” When we people commit the offense of greed, hatred, and stupidity, we can fall into the three evil destinies. We may be in those evil paths for a short time, or the time may be long it's not fixed. when we have paid off our offense karma in the hells and are born again among people, “ If they are born among people, they have two kinds of retribution: one, they will be born in a family holding deviant views.” The family they are born into will be totally one of deviant knowledge and deviant views. And so, what they see and what they hear and what they are around will all be deviant knowledge and deviant views. “two, their minds will be flattering and crooked.” The second retribution that one has to undergo for deviant views is that one's mind will enjoy flattering people. If you put this inelegantly, it’s called playing up to people, and it's called being a sycophant. That means when you see people who have money, you smile and are extremely pleasant; but when you see poor people, you are haughty and won't have anything to do with them. You won't even speak to them but, when you meet people who have money, you have all kinds of things to say. that’s flattery. when you see people who have money you flatter them, and when you meet poor people you despise them. This is the fault that most people have. To be crooked means to be devious. One’s  mind is not straight, and so everything one does is very devious and crooked. That is the retribution that people with deviant views have to undergo. It is from holding deviant views that people kill and steal and commit sexual misconduct, that they are greedy, hateful, and stupid, that they tell lies, use double-tongued speech, harsh speech, and loose speech. If you don't have deviant views, then you won't be able to commit those faults. Deviant views lead one to kill, and once one kills, one falls into the three evil paths.

Sutra:


Disciples of the Buddha, the ten unwholesome karmic paths can bring forth the multitude of great masses of suffering as limitless and boundless as these.


Therefore, the Bodhisattva makes the following reflection: “it should leave the ten unwholesome karmic paths far behind. I should consider the ten wholesome paths as a garden of dharma, and delight in dwelling within them.


“I, myself, should dwell within them, and i should encourage other people to dwell within them, too.”

Commentary:


After Vajra Treasury Bodhisattva had described the Ten Unwholesome Paths of Karma, he again called out: Disciples of the Buddha, you should realize that The ten unwholesome karmic paths can bring forth the multitude of great masses of suffering as limitless and boundless as these. You all know that through the Ten Unwholesome Karmic Paths you commit offenses, and that when you commit offenses you fall into the three evil destinies of hell beings, animals, and hungry ghosts. Afterwards, when you have undergone your punishment for your offenses and come back to be a person, lots and lots of limitless and boundless sufferings will arise that group together.


Therefore, the Bodhisattva makes the following reflection: “It should leave the ten unwholesome karmic paths far behind.” He says, “I am cultivating the Bodhisattva way, and I shouldn't keep on violating by committing those offenses. I should no longer go along the Ten Unwholesome Karmic Paths.” “I should consider the ten wholesome paths as a garden of dharma. I should take the Ten Wholesome Karmic Paths that is, not killing, not stealing, not committing sexual misconduct, not being greedy, not being hateful, not being stupid, not lying, not engaging in double-tongued speech, not uttering harsh speech, and not indulging in loose talk, those Ten Wholesome Paths ‑‑as my moral. They should be a guideline for me, And I should Delight in dwelling within them. For me, the Ten Wholesome Karmic Paths should be like a pleasure grove that I enjoy very much, and I should dwell in them in comfort and ease.


“I, myself, should dwell within them, and i should encourage other people to dwell within them, too." At that time he encourages other people-his friends and relatives all to dwell within those Ten Wholesome Paths and not commit the Ten Unwholesome kinds of karma, but instead always practice the Ten Wholesome Karmic Acts.

