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Overview:

As a teacher of Business and Technology at North Brookfield High School, a very small school district in Central Massachusetts with about 450 students in grades 7 though 12, I am always looking for innovative ways to expand students’ exposure to world cultures while at the same time teaching the technology or business concepts pertinent to the curriculum for the courses I teach.  This summer’s NEH Institute on Cultures and Religions of the Himalayan Region has provided me with a wealth of materials with which to build lessons for my graphics technology courses.  I have posted the outline of these lessons as part of my website for the NEH Institute 2006 which is posted on Todd Lewis’ webpage of the Holy Cross College website.

Teachers at our school wear many hats, so in addition to my courses in Business and Technology, I also teach Chinese I and Chinese II language courses for high school students.  Because of the intensity and time demands of the Institute, I have not had the opportunity yet to fully develop the second group of materials which pertains to these courses.  Although my college major was Mandarin Chinese, I learned so much at this institute which either enhanced my knowledge in certain areas, dispelled misconceptions in others, or just gave me a completely different outlook on the role of Tibet in Chinese ancient and modern history.  I feel I now have a much more complete understanding of the development of Hinduism and Buddhism and how and why beliefs and ideas were passed from one region to another.  I am still processing this information, but I do plan to incorporate much of it in a long-term project on Tibet and Mongolia in Chinese history for the Chinese II students.  Some of the resources I plan to use for this unit are listed below.

I want to thank the Todd Lewis and Leonard van der Kujip for their efforts in organizing this institute, and many thanks to the NEH, Holy Cross College and Mimi Clark and Clark University for all their support.  For a small school, such as ours, it is difficult to offer a broad range of courses.  Since my areas of curriculum offer the most opportunity to expose students to ideas and concepts that are beyond the “standard”, it has been wonderful to receive so much material from which I can create lessons to stretch my students’ imaginations.

Graphics and Technology Curriculum:

Attached are copies of the lesson plans that will be incorporated into the 2006-2007 curriculum to replace more generic projects that students have worked on in the past.  Most of these lessons will be culminating assessment projects for the course since they involve research and interpreting stories and data.  These lessons have been posted on the Holy Cross website.  It is necessary to view them in a web browser in order to follow the links to supplementary materials on the site or on the web.

Chinese I Geography and Big Map Project:

I am contemplating how to modify the Big Map Project for my language class.  I am considering several Big Maps to be created by different groups in the class: one Topography, one Ethnic Minorities, one Provinces, one Religions. In this lesson, i anticipate using the Illustrated Atlas of the Himalaya  ISBN-13 978-0-8131-2388-2  ISBN-10 0-8131-2388-7 and the handouts on topography and religion in the region.

As part of the Religions Big Map, I want the students to include pictures of the artwork from various regions on the map.  For this I would use Fisher, Robert E.  Art of Tibet (New York: Thames and Hudson, Inc.,  1997) and

Pal, Pratapadita  Himalayas: An Aesthetic Adventure (Chicago: Art Institute of Chicago,  2003)


Chinese II Curriculum and Project:

The primary focus of the Chinese curriculum is, of course, language.  However, I supplement language study with term projects of a cultural nature and incorporate movies and other cultural projects on a periodic basis.

Some of the projects I am considering for the 2006-2007 school year include:

· A lesson on Tibetan language

· An advanced look at the variants of Buddhism: Tibetan Buddhism

·  Modern Issues in Chinese Diplomacy: Tibet

I anticipate using excerpts from the following resources in these lessons:

· Garfunkel, Jonathan  Approaching Tibetan Studies: A Resource book for Educators  (Bainbridge Island, WA: Global Source Education, 2001)
· Goldstein, Melvyn C. The Snow Lion and the Dragon: China, Tibet, and the Dalai Lama  (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997)
· Stein, RA Tibetan Civilization  (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1972)
· Goldstein, Melvyn, William Siebenschuh, and Tashi Tsering  The Struggle for Modern Tibet: The Autobiography of Tashi Tsering  (New York: East Gate Books, 1997)
