Student composed questions for Lost Names

1. How do we see the effects of Korean culture in his filial relationships?

2.  Do you feel that the Japanese teacher’s response to his singing of the American song was very successful in showing Japanese superiority and power?

3.  How might the deaths of his teacher and Pumpkin affect him?

4.  How aware is he of the events going on around him?

5.  “Many a time, I want to decline the unwanted honor and ill-fated privilege of being leader of my class but my teacher won’t hear of it.”  Discuss the pros and cons of him being class leader.

6.  The school required all of its students for a Sunday morning assembly, effectively keeping our narrator from going to his father’s sermons and church.  Although he doesn’t seem to care, and his father says very little about it, do you think this was a big deal, and insulting for them, not allowing them to completely follow their faith? (Those who were Christian.)

7.  The story never actually uses the author’s original name.  Is this because it was such a big change for the author, and he doesn’t want to go back or is it a writing choice or is it simply too hard in an English book, or why?

8.  The teacher that the author sees in the bookshop with his father and bookseller leaves crying.  His father tells him he’s crying for himself as “a small beginning.”  What is happening to this teacher, and why?  Are others going through this too, do you think?

9.  In the chapter “Lost Names,” the father wants his son to experience registering their new name; why is that?  Do you think at his young age he really understands what’s happening or as an adult the author writes it like he understands?

10.  What do you think is the most important societal problem and why?

11.  Do you think the issues with rice between the Koreans and the Japanese relate to issues of today or recent history?

12.  Can you think of a situation when someone you love did something special for you and you resented their actions because it set you apart from your peers? (Like is grandmother packing him white rice for lunch.)

13.  Have you ever been ashamed or wished you didn’t have a certain privilege or materialistic possession because it made you feel uncomfortable around your peers?

14.  What does living “better” mean to you?  (His grandmother says a house, food, she also says they have all these goods but they can’t use them.)  Where do we see this similar cycle taking part in our society? (Why we have things but we are prevented from using them) Government, etc.

15. What do we have/use in society that helps shape us into equipped individuals?  What do we have that makes us weak?

16.  What was his point in popping the balls, and then egging on the teacher?  Was it just to revolt against the norm? Was it to prove he was more intelligent then the Japanese teachers thought, or was it for some more personal (or greater) reason?

17.  Why did he begin his Japanese speech, and then not finish it?  Why did he go to the play at all with his injuries?

18.  In the book there is a part that the children of the school have to bring money to class and place it in a bucket.  It was to buy planes for the Japanese army.  What is you view on this?  What is the view of the parents of the boy on it you think?  In that part he says, “So when our class needs a new mop or a new bucket......(page 123),” what does he mean with this, you think?

19.  Do you think it’s right to use the children in such a way that the government did?  Do you think it’s ever right for a country to do that?

20.  How do we see effects of Korean culture on family respect, class, food/wine, mom/dad relationship, Singing song – Japanese teacher beat him – but boys honor him. Death of Pumk’n and Kor. teacher affect his life? (has) not so much w/Pumkin show how alone he was Awareness of events? – seemed removed sometimes in the moment Absence of names?

21.  Why do you think the teacher let him go without a fuss?  If you were the teacher would you have talked about the war so openly with Richard?

22.  Why didn’t his mom tell him earlier about his father?

23.  The main character says of the airfield he and his schoolmates have been working on that he has yet to see a single plane land on or even fly over it (pg. 144).  Having read the book and knowing the Japanese are soon to lose the war, what would be the point of setting people (Japanese and Korean) to work on an airfield that will never be used?

24.  If you were Richard, how would you feel when the teacher talked to you and expected you to help him after Japan lost the war?  Would you help him?  Why?  Do you agree that the teacher helps you doesn’t mean you have to help him?

25.  Why did the grandfather leave the decision about the priest up to the boy?

26.  I thought that the Japanese worshipped their emperor.  Why is it that the priest thought that their family would protect them since they were Christian?  Were the Japanese forced to worship the emperor?

27.  Do you think all the mobbing is justified because of what the Japanese did to them?

