Religion Lesson #1: Religion Fact Cards
Lesson Source: Erica B. Svatek, copyright 2008

Grade Level: 9-12

Timeframe: One 40-minute lesson or half a block class

Overview:  In this lesson students will create religion “fact cards” that contain the essential information for each religion of study during the course of the year.  This can be used as both an introductory lesson and as a culminating lesson.  In addition, this may be utilized as a review activity at the end of the year.
Objectives (the students will be able to):

1. Discuss the origins of the assigned religion 

2. Outline the main aspects of the assigned religion

3. Identify the main practices and religious holidays for the assigned religion

4. Compare and contrast the assigned religion with other world religions

Materials:

1. Religion Fact Card worksheet
2. Student notebook

3. Pen or pencil

4. Class textbook

Procedure (suggested):

1. Divide the class into small groups of 2-3 students, assign places to work and assemble.

2. Each group is given the religion fact card to complete as a team.  Each team can have the same religion (depending on how this lesson is utilized) or each group a different religion.

3. Allow students 15-20 minutes to complete the activity.

Closure:

1. Once completed, create a “master” fact card on the chalk board to ensure accurate information.

2. The teacher should use large maps to discuss the geographic areas of world where this religion is practiced. 

Extension Ideas:

1. Compare and contrast to other world religions

2. Debate the controversial aspects of each world faith.

3. Discuss the artistic and literary components of the religion. 
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